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REAL PRESENCE

Diego Tonus, *On the Trail of a
Hidden Symbol’, intervention,
*Novosti® daily newspaper,
Belgrade

Diego Tonus, “On the Trail of a
Hidden Symbol® 2013, Exhibition
view, Sth Edition of Furla Award

- “Add Fire’, Bologna , Photo:
Dario Lasagni, Courtesy Furla
Foundation

Diego Tonus, “On the Trail of a
Hidden Symbol”, Dvd, passport
photo, passport, tickets, money,
newspapers, notes, modified
books and documentation

Diego Tonus and other
participants of “Real Presence”
photo by Elisabetta Scalvini

DI ECES
TONEES

“Real Presence” was my first artist residency,
and it meant an important opportunity for me
to travel outside my own country to develop an
artistic project. I didn’t plan anything in parti-
cular before arriving in Belgrade in 2006, but
during my partecipation at “Real Presence” I
had the experience of moving throughout the
city and exploring it, from its streets to its un-
derground tunnels.

This gave me the opportunity to relate to
a completely different context to what 1
was accustomed to, and to actually share
thoughts with an international community
of artists.

[ realised for the first time that my artist-stu-
dio was the city itself, the urban context, and
the materials for my work were provided by
the results of the encounters and relation-
ships that happened within it.

Luckily, the intervention I made during
“Real Presence” has stayed with me over
time, defining an artwork that I'm still pre-
senting as one of the first works I ever made,
entitled “On the Trail of a Hidden Symbol”.
In 2013, I presented it in a selection of works
for the 9th Edition of the Furla Award in Ita-
ly (patron artist: Jimmie Durham), since it

was a seminal work that defined my artistic
practice.

During my stay in Belgrade, I found a peculi-
ar symbol in Kalemegdan Park (the Military

Museum), both engraved on the museum’s
external walls and in the city’s underground
tunnels. After asking several experts, inclu-
ding the museum director, about its possib-
le meaning, to no avail, I decided to invent a
fake news item to be published in a newspa-
per in order to share this unknown symbol
with the public. Pretending to be an Italian
speleologist, I went to the head offices of
some local daily newspapers and showed
them fake documents, such as certification
from Kalemegdan, altered books about the
history of Belgrade and some photomonta-
ges of myself as a speleologist in the depths
of the city. The newspaper Novosti approved
publication of the article, which was publis-
hed on the same day I left Belgrade. Before
leaving, I bought a few copies of the daily
newspaper at the train station, which beca-
me proof of the artwork itself. I remember
opening the newspaper during my trip back
to Italy and looking at my portrait, in which
[ was presented as a speleologist. I realised
that the article itself was a self-portrait in a
way, which later defined my interest in ana-
lysing the balance between the mode and
content of narratives, seeing ‘editing’ as a
form of power to re-tell an individual expe-
rience and show how far narrative structure
is above all an instrument for influencing
and manipulating both the public and the

object.

ON THE TRAIL OF A HIDDEN SYMBOL

A SECRET SYMBOL HIDES A MYSTERY WHICH
HAS BEEN BOUND TO BELGRADE FOR YEARS

Cartouches, torch, rope, compass and pen; these
were the tools which Diego Tonus relied on for
his work. Essential elements accompanying him
on a journey to discover the underground tun-
nels of Belgrade. A hidden city which, after years
of darkness, returns to light thanks to the disco-
very of a symbol that links Belgrade to history.
The hazards of some of the tunnel accesses do
not put off Tonus who has managed to penetrate
the Belgrade underground, losing his tracks and
adapting to the deepest darkness, and to under-
take a journey which allows us to link the city
to Kalemegdan Park. Tonus says: “... and yet it's
right under everyone's nose. A symbol which un-
veils a secret which has been enveloped by time.
It's time for Belgrade to know!

Novosti Newspaper
29th August 2006, Belgrade
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CUMBOIJIA

JELJAH TAJAHCTBEHHW CUMBOJ1 KPUJE TAJHY
3A KOJY JE BEOIrPA BE3AH rOgMHAMA

Mane, 6artepujcka, namna, yxe,
KOMMac U ONoBKa CYy MHCTPYMEHTH
Koje [ujero ToHyC KOPUCTH Y CBOM
ucTtpaxusarsy. Ca oBUM enemen-
TMMa OH Xenu fa OTKpuje TajHe
TyHene beorpaga. [logsemHu
ckpuBeHu rpag noHoeo ke waahu
Ha BMAENo 3axsarbyjyhn OTKpPH-
Baky cumbona Koju nosesyje
Beorpag ca reroBoMm UCTOPUOM.
HepocTynHoCT ynasa y TyHene
Heke 3ayctasuTh ToHyca. Yhu ke y noasemHe TyHene u
Ty, ¥ NOTNyHOM Mpaky, ke My ce uarybutu Tpar. Ynpkoc
cBemy, Ha Kpajy he ycnetu ga oKoH4a

cBOje nyToBarbe U fja oTKpuje cumbon

(va cnuyn 1) Koju noBesyje rpapg ca

Kanemergasom. Taga ke ToHyc pehu:

"..cBMMa je npeg oyuma. Cumbon

KOju OTKpMBa TajHy roguHama

ckpuseHy. Caga je kyyHyo vac ga je

Beorpag casna".

- T ————

[ HA TPAFOBUMA CAKPUBEHOI

KOHKYPC

3A U3B0P OUPEKTOPA NPEAWKOJICKE
YCTAHOBE "[E4YJA PAAOCT" NAHYEBO

MpaBo ydewha Ha KOHKypcy 3a wu3bop AupexkTopa
npeawkoncke ycradoee “[edvja papoct” lNMaxyeso umajy
cBa thu3nyka nuua Koja ucnyrasajy cnegeke

YCINOBE:

- BUCOKA CTpy4Ha cnpema (sacnuray v CTpy4HW capagHum)
- BULLA CTpy4Ha cnpema (Bacnurad)
- NONOXEeH CTPYYHKU UCMUT UNK NuuUeHua
- pagHy ctax y obnactu obpasoBatba W BacnuTarba
HajMarse 5 (neT) roguHa 3a BMCOKY CTPYYHY cnpemy,
ofHOCHO Hajmarbe 10 (peceT) roguMHa 3a BuwWwy
CTPY4HYy cnpemy
- npxaereaHcTeo Penybnuke Cpbuje
- NcUxXMYKa, dusmMyKka » 3gpascTeeHa crnocobHocT 3a
pag ca Aeyom
- HeoCYhMBAHOCT 3a KPMBWMYHO Aeno Ha 0e3ycnoBHy
Ka3Hy 3aTeopa Y Tpajatby 0ff Hajmarbe LWecT Meceuw
WNKW 33 KPUMBWMYHO [leNo nNpoOTUB [OCTOjaHCTBa
NIUHHOCTH U MOpana.
MaHgart gupexkTopa Tpaje YeTvpy roguHe,
Pok 3a npujase je 15 gaHa og AaHa objaBrbmBarba.
MNpujaBe ca kpakoMm GuorpadujoMm, XMBOTHOM M pagHOM,
Kao 1 nporpamoM paja y AMpeKToOpCcKOM MaHgaTty U Aokas-
UMa 0 McCnywbaBaky ycnoBa AOCTaerbajy ce NUYHO WNK

nowToM Ha agpecy: [llpeawkoncka ycraHosa “[evja

- Wl o e T iR e e L L Ll

3A NPUKYI

1. npoctopa Be
NneKapckux u
na je 150€ y
kypcy HBC.

2. npocTopa Be
je 100e y A
Kypcy HBEC,

3. (hUCKYNTYPHI
HacTtase 1.5
peKpeaTUBHE

Mpaeo y4ewhe
Aokase 0 ueny
npeamMeTHe aer
(opraHu3oBaHe

Pok 3a npuKyn
Batba No3uea.

n

OLL "1.300 K

ca Ha3HaKom '

1
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